


Privileged To Serve As We Worship  
 

February 8, 2015 

Brethren, please report to the classroom for devotion and prayer before serving) 
 

Welcome to the 3rd Ward Church of Christ! If you are visiting with us today, we want you to 
know that you are our honored guest. We are so happy that you have decided to worship God and 
study His word with us today. If you are already a Christian and are looking for a church home, we 
invite you to consider us at 3rd Ward. We do our best to be a warm, loving fellowship of God’s 
people, and adhere strictly to the bible. If you are not a member of the Church of Christ, we would 
love to sit down with you and open up the Bible to see what Jesus Christ requires of one to be a 
member of His church. We have no creed but Christ; no book but the Bible. We are simply New 
Testament Christians who do our best to follow Jesus not only on Sunday, but also every day of the 
week. If that is what you are looking for then please speak to one of us today. And, thanks again 
for honoring us, and more importantly, God, with your presence today! 

Upcoming Events 
 
“Red” Sunday   Feb 15 
Church Clean up Day  Feb 28 
Soul Food Dinner  Feb 22  

Memory Verse 
 
“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here 
is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Peter said, If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest.  And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God”...Acts 8:36-37 

AM   PM 
ShaMarcus Thompson Announcements:  JaMallory Barnes 

John Lemon Invocation/prayer  Isaiah Cooper 

Carnell Nealy Song Director  Logan Ethyll 

Jacobe Jerkins Scripture Reading  Delvin Criner, Jr 

Mallory Barnes Prayer  Terrell Robins 

Malcolm Robins, Sr **Communion & Offering**  Troy Robins 
Delvin Criner, Sr Sermon  Delvin Criner, Sr 

Terrell Robins Prayer for Confessions  (open) 

Mallory Barnes Welcome Visitors  Troy Robins 

Jarvis Lemon Benediction  JaMallory Barnes 

Delvin Criner, Jr **Assisting in Communion**  Jarvis Lemon 

Dorion Criner   Tadarius Robins 

Jacobe Jerkins    

Tadarius Robins    

Mallory Barnes **Ushers**  Malik Cooper 

Tristian Robins   Dorion Criner 
    

Man Is Full of Himself 
    
A householder left a patch of land completely unattended. On returning from a journey he 

found it full of stones, old bottles, and other rubbish. Though he had never attempted to garden 
before, he took a spade and began to dig up the ground and clear away the debris. Then he 
sowed a few seeds. With tremendous excitement he watched his garden patch. When at last he 
saw little shoots pushing up through the ground he was almost in ecstasy. Gradually the plants 
grew and at last the flowers appeared. To him it looked beautiful. One day his pastor stopped by. 
He couldn’t get the pastor excited about his garden. Finally the pastor said, “Yes, it is wonderful 
what Almighty God does with a patch of ground like that.” “Oh, it is,” said the man, “but I wish 
you had seen this place when the Almighty had it all to Himself!” Unfortunately, the man failed 
to acknowledge that it was man’s fault the patch of ground was such an eyesore in the first place. 
But it’s true that God does not choose to make a garden without a gardener. The beauties of na-
ture may occasionally surpass man’s best efforts. A field of wild flowers in bloom shows the 
quality God has put into nature. But in most instances God commits the raw elements to man and 
lets him bring beauty, order, and usefulness out of them. 

Lifting Christ before Men 
    
   James Inglis was a graduate of Edinburgh University, very learned and eloquent. He became the most 
popular preacher in Detroit, Michigan. Eager listeners would fill his church to overflowing. One day, 
when he was preparing sermons for the following Sunday, it seemed as though a voice said to him, 
“James Inglis, whom are you preaching?” Startled, he answered, “I am preaching good theology.” “I did 
not ask what you are preaching, but whom you are preaching.” Inglis answered, “I am preaching the gos-
pel.” Again the voice said, “I did not ask you what you are preaching; I asked whom you are preaching.” 
Silent, with bowed head, the preacher sat for a long time. Then rousing himself he cried, “O my God, I 
am preaching James Inglis, but henceforth I will preach Christ and Him crucified.” Inglis went to a chest 
of drawers in his study, took his eloquent sermons from the files and burned them one by one. From that 
day he turned his back upon popularity and gave himself wholly to God’s service by lifting Christ before 
men. God honored his consecration by giving him ever-widening influence.  When we preach Christ and 
Him crucified we honor God and His Son Jesus. Romans 1:16 says not to be ashamed of the gospel for it 

is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes. 

Our Records 
(last Sunday) 

 
Morning Worship  95 
Evening Worship  43 



 
 

 
 

Meaningful and Rewarding Worship 
 

Around the world people assemble for the worship of Jehovah each  first day of the week. 
Some do so only from a sense of habit or duty. Their bodies are present, but their minds are 
dwelling on other matters. Some people quickly fall asleep and get nothing but a little physical 
rest from their presence.  Some people attend primarily to visit with friends and extended family. 
Worship of God is secondary to them. Some attend with the attitude of a parole officer, i.e., to 
checkup on their neighbors to make sure that they are conforming to God’s law. Needless to say, 
the folks described above take little with them from their time in the assembly of the saints. But 
then, others attend the same congregation and go home refreshed, spiritually renewed and moti-
vated to serve the Lord with gladness for the rest of the week.   

 
The following 8 characteristics can be seen in their approach to worship. 
They come to the assembly with high anticipation and eagerness. They are hungering and 
thirsting for righteousness and they are filled, (Matt 5:6). 
They approach the presence of God with humility and reverence (Heb. 12:28-29). 
They come with godly sorrow for their failures (2 Cor. 7:10), a willingness to confess their 
sins (I John 1:8-10) and a strong desire to do better. 
They joyfully sing the hymns of praise (Eph. 5:19) with the spirit and with the understanding 
(I Cor.14:15) and are edified by them. 
They fervently pray, believing that God hears and answers the prayers of His children (I 
John 5:14-15). 
They remember the sufferings of Christ on their behalf with deep emotion (Matt. 26:26-29). 
With gratitude, they generously give their gifts unto God with thanksgiving (II Cor. 9:7). 
They listen carefully and eagerly to God’s word proclaimed. Giving full attention they hear 
the word of the Lord” Ezek. 37:4). 
 
 If you will learn and remember these eight points and make them the cornerstone of our wor-

ship, you will understand and appreciate what it means to worship God in spirit and in truth     
(John 4:24). You will be glad to go tell the world, “It was good for me to go to he house of 
God” (Ps. 122:1). 

PLEASE Remember To Pray, Visit or Call Those Who Are Sick and Shut-In… 
“I was sick, and ye visited me”...Matthew 25:36 

 
Sis. Frankie Austin 

Sis. Christine Creswell 
Bro. and Sis. Walter Lee 

Sis. Princella Moss 
Sis. Jessie Taylor 

 
 
 
 

We pray they will continue to improve in health. Continue to pray for comfort for their 
families, as well. 

 The Simple Message 
 
A minister felt that the words he spoke from Sunday to Sunday were not bearing the fruit they 

should. One Saturday morning after he had finished writing his sermon, the thought occurred to him, 
“Perhaps I shoot too high. I will go down and see if Betty can understand it.” Betty was a trusted kitchen 
helper. He went to the kitchen and called her to come and hear his sermon. She hesitated but came when 
he insisted. After he had read a few sentences he asked, “Do you understand that?” “No,” she replied. He 
repeated the idea in simpler language and then asked her if she saw it. “I see it a little,” she said. Again 
he simplified it. She saw it more clearly and showed deep interest but said to him, “Plane it down a little 
more.” And once again he simplified it. Then she exclaimed with ecstasy, “Now I see it! Now I under-
stand it!” He returned to his study and rewrote his sermon in the simple style that Betty could understand. 
On Sunday morning he went to church in fear and trembling lest his people should be contemptuous of 
his sermon but he fully resolved to try the experiment. To his surprise, he found he received better atten-
tion than ever before, and there were tears in the eyes of many of his congregation. From that time on, he 
changed his style of language and had no further cause to feel that his work was unsuccessful. Clarity of 
thought and expression do not rob our testimony of its depth and significance. A witness for Christ need 
never fear oversimplification. 

Welcome Visitors...Welcome Visitors...to the Lord’s Service! We are honored by your presence and 
want to thank you for worshipping here with us! 
 

We want to personally thank you for joining us today. It is our prayer you leave our worship services 
with an uplifted spirit. Here is what you can expect. PRAYING, PREACHING, SINGING: Non-
instrumental music plays a great part in our worship services. We hope that you will find this to be 
an uplifting praise to the Lord…(Eph. 5:19). LORD’S SUPPER: Each Sunday, we observe the 
Lord’s Supper, while we reflect on the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the hope of everlasting life we can live through HIM…(1 Cor. 11:23-26). CONTRIBUTION: Dur-
ing the service, we as members are given the opportunity to give a portion of what god has given to 
us. This offering is used to support the Church and to help spread God’s word…(1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

Let Your Faith 
Be Seen in 

2015 



 
 

 
 
Note: We must ask you to PLEASE silence (vibrate or turn off) your cell phone and please refrain from 
walking or talking during our worship service. 
 
Note: Please remember to keep in prayer the following: Sisters Frankie Austin, Cora Blackshire (her surgery 
went well on Friday), Christine Creswell, Princella Moss and Jessie Taylor, Bro. Cedric Nix, Bro. and Sis. 
Walter Lee. Sister Lee, Sis. Betty Burton (Tara Criner’s mother) and Bro. James Evans’ wife, Cecilia, all for 
their health concerns. 
 
Note: We’re still encouraging each member to continue to invite a guest to our services each Sunday and 
Wednesday night throughout the month of February. Remember, our goal is to increase our numbers in wor-
ship. 
 
Note: We invite to come study with us on Wednesday nights as we begin studying the book of 1st Corinthi-
ans. 
 
Note: Please be reminded that pledges for the second phase of our building program are due now until the 
March 8. Our goal is to raise $20,000 and if we do our best, we can achieve this goal. If you have your pledge 
to offer today, please lay them in the green basket during collection time. 
 
Note: Please keep Bro. John Lemon, Sr in your prayers. His surgery went well without any complications and 
he is doing well. He’s expected to go home soon. 
 
The Candelight Church of Christ invites you to the Area Wide Gospel Singing on Saturday, February 14 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.. There will be congregational signing and song leaders are asked to sign up to lead 
songs. Also, there will be light refreshments afterwards. (4215 Watonga) 
 
Note: February 15 will be our “Red” Sunday. Members are asked to wear something red. 
 
The Pearland Church of Christ will host the Texas Christian Acapella Music Ministry on February 21 at 
6:00 pm. Admission is free to all. Special guest group: “Soundation.” 
 
Note: A church clean-up day has been scheduled for Saturday, February 28 from 9:00 to 1:00 pm. Bring your 
work face, not your play face. 
 
The Russell Road Church of Christ has invited our men to their 15th annual Men’s Day Seminar on Febru-
ary 28. Theme: “Give Me This Mountain.” Please see bulletin board for more information. 
 
The Southview Church of Christ (Magnolia, AR) has invited our ladies to their Ladies Day Program on 
April 18 from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm, with lunch to follow. Theme: “Count It All Joy.” Please see bulletin 
board for more information. 
 

  February Birthdays 
 
Constance Washington 4 Madisyn Dallas 19 
Mia Person 9 Keyshawn Vaughn 20 
Norma Brooks 17 JaQuincia Lemon 25 
James Sims, Jr 17 

 
 
 
 
 
Happy Anniversary 

 
 

Thou Shalt Worship The Lord Thy God 
 

Jesus said “thou shalt worship the Lord thy God. And Him only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 
4:10). Man’s greatest privilege is to worship the Sovereign Creator of the Universe. No other 
earthly experience can equal worship. Men have fought and died for the freedom to worship. 
How much more to come into the presence of Jehovah? 

 
Man’s greatest need is to have communion and fellowship with God and that is precisely the 

purpose of worship. When the human heart is in sin it is separated from God, and darkness and 
despair hangs heavy over it (Isa. 59:1-2). When in acceptable worship, man the sinner, is allowed 
to approach the Father and receive a blessing (Luke 15:11-24). In Lord’s Day worship we re-
member Christ’s death in the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:23-28); that is a communion, a participa-
tion with the Lord (1 Cor. 10:16). In our songs and prayers we converse with God (Ps. 34:1-6). 
Man without God in his life, is like a body without a spirit (James 2:26) But man in a proper rela-
tionship with God enjoys the abundant life (John 10:10). 

 
Man’s greatest responsibility is to worship God in an acceptable fashion. Jesus reminded the 

woman at the well that God seeks true worshipers who will worship him in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:23-24). Our worship must be according to the will of the Father to be acceptable (Matt. 
7:21). The wise person will look to scripture to be sure that he is indeed serving God as he de-
sires, especially in these times when numerous religions all profess to worship God. 

 
Man’s greatest hope is to live with God in eternity, which is the promised reward of faithful 

worshipers. If we want to be with the saved in that glorious worship assembly, then surely we 
must  be among his worshipers now. In Revelation chapter 7, John foresaw the redeemed of all 
nations in heaven, worshiping God (7:5-11). 
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